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1. APPROVED ACTION 

1.1 DETAILS 

EPBC Number EPBC 2018/8213 

Project Name Edna May Gold Project Expansion – Greenfinch Pit, Western Australia 

Approval Holder Edna May Operations Pty Ltd 

ACN/ABN 136 365 001 

1.2 THE ACTION 

Clearing of vegetation for the expansion of the existing Edna May Gold Project including the 
establishment of an open pit (the 'Greenfinch pit'), storage of non-reactive waste rock in an expanded 
North-North West waste rock landform, buttressing of an existing Tailings Storage Facility, development 
of a noise abandonment bund and construction of a haul road, site drainage works and storage of topsoil 
approximately 1 km north of Westonia, Western Australia.  

The Action commenced on the 24th of January 2020. 

1.3 LOCATION OF PROJECT 

The Edna May Gold Project is located approximately one kilometre north of the town of Westonia in the 
Shire of Westonia, Western Australia. 

1.4 REPORT PERIOD 

Edna May Operations Pty Ltd (EMO) is required to prepare an Annual Compliance Report (ACR) for each 
12month period following the data of commencement. The report is to be published on the Ramelius 
Resources Ltd website within 60 business following the reporting period.  

This ACR covers the reporting period 24th January 2021 to the 23rd of January 2022 and is required to be 
published before the 20th of April 2022. 

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Edna May Operations Pty Ltd (EMO), a wholly owned subsidiary of Ramelius Resources Ltd, operates the 
Edna May Gold Project which is a medium-sized, gold mining operation that consists of a conventional 
open cut pit, underground, and a carbon-in-leach (CIL) processing plant.  

This compliance report is a condition of the approval for the Edna May Gold Project expansion under 
the EPBC Act. The document seeks to provide a description of activities undertaken during the reporting 
period and EMO compliance to the conditions of the approval document. 

The project approved is for the development of the Greenfinch pit which includes the clearing of up to 
16.6 hectares of native vegetation. The project was assessed under the EPBC Act due to the potential 
threat to EPBC Act-listed species and ecological communities. This included the Carnaby’s Black 
Cockatoo (Endangered), the Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt Threatened 
Ecological Community (Critically endangered) and Eremophila resinosa Resinous Eremophila 
(Endangered).  
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EMO has applied the mitigation hierarchy of controls (avoid, minimise, rehabilitate) to address impacts 
of the Action on these Threatened Ecological Communities (TEC) and remnant native vegetation. 

Avoid 

The footprint of the Greenfinch Project was designed to avoid disturbance to current and historic 
records of Threatened Flora E. resinosa (records from 1904 to 2018), the Westonia Common (remnant 
vegetation/ biological diversity and fauna habitat) and TEC where possible by using existing 
infrastructure of the Edna May gold mine and concentrating developments in areas of existing 
disturbance. 

Minimise 

The footprint of the Greenfinch Project was minimised to only clear up to 16.6 ha of native vegetation 
and designed to abut existing disturbances, to prevent fragmentation by maintaining habitat corridors, 
minimise potential impacts to the TEC/ Westonia Common from edge effect and minimise the clearing 
of potential Threatened Flora habitat and fauna habitat. 

Rehabilitate 

Existing rehabilitation trials conducted for the EMO have shown promise for successful establishment of 
native TEC vegetation.  Future rehabilitation proposed will be specifically conducted to reinstate Red 
morrel (Eucalyptus longicornis) Woodlands, which will provide potential E. resinosa habitat, increase 
habitat connectivity/ widen vegetation corridors and improve the condition of remnant Red morrel 
vegetation. 

To compensate for the unavoidable impacts of removing up to 16.6ha of native vegetation, an Offset 
Plan was developed and approved. 

The Offsets for the Action are: 

• Revegetation of 75ha of ex-farmland including a 60ha area immediately north of the Edna May 
mine site and directly north of the Westonia Common (Lots 161 and 162) and 15ha of ex-farmland 
located directly south of Edna May mine site which will provide additional fauna habitat corridor 
for the Westonia Common (Lot 1578). 

• Protection, management and improvement (interplanting, weed control) of a remnant 15ha block 
of Red morrel on Lot 162.  

• Placement of a conservation covenant over revegetated parts of Lots 161, 162 and 1578 (subject 
to government approval). 

• provide $10,000 per year for two years from the commencement of the action (indexed to the 
National Consumer Price Index value in 2019) to the Shire of Westonia for the purpose of funding 
activities in the Westonia Common Management Plan 2016-2020 and subsequent versions. 
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3. CLEARING 

Native vegetation was cleared to develop the Greenfinch project at the Edna May Gold Project.  The 
EBPC Act approval allows EMO to clear up to 16.6ha of native vegetation (Figure 1).  This area includes 
up to 9.3ha of Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt TEC, up to 9.3ha of foraging 
habitat and no more than 38 potential breeding trees for the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo (Figure 3). 

Clearing on the project was managed as per EMO Clearing and Ground Disturbance Procedure and the 
Greenfinch Project Implementation Compliance Procedure.  These documents are in place to ensure 
compliance with EPBC Act Approval EPBC 2018/8213, Clearing Permit CPS8550/1, and Mining Proposal 
RegID 73855.  It is a requirement that all personnel working on the Greenfinch Project be trained in 
these procedures and sign-off on their understanding of requirements, competency and acknowledging 
their responsibilities. 

EMO commenced clearing of the Project area on the 24th of January 2020. No clearing was undertaken 
during the reporting period.  A total of 11.5 ha of native vegetation was previously cleared for the 
purpose of developing the Greenfinch project.  The area cleared was for the diversion of the 
Warrachuppin road, the Greenfinch open cut pit, safety bund and access track, extension of the noise 
bund and for construction of the abandonment bund. 

All clearing has been within the approved areas stated in the EPBC Act Approval EPBC 2018/8213 and 
Clearing Permit CPS8550.  EMO minimised clearing within the approved footprint where practicable.   

A haulage road approved to the north of the Pit was not required which has reduced the total project 
footprint.  Clearing for the extension of the Corsini Flood bund to the south of the Corsini WRL has not 
yet been undertaken. Ramelius are currently completing prefeasibility studies to extend the Edna May 
pit which could impact the location of the bund. The Clearing Permit CPS8550 was amended during the 
reporting year to extend the period to complete clearing by a year until 25 October 2022. It is expected 
a decision on the feasibility of the expansion works will be reached before this date. 

3.1 EUCALYPT WOODLAND 

The project requires clearing of the Critically Endangered Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian 
Wheatbelt (E. Longicornis and E. salubris woodland).  Approval was granted to clear up to 9.3ha of 
Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt TEC. 

No clearing was completed during the reporting period. A total of 7.556 ha of Eucalypt Woodlands of 
the Western Australian Wheatbelt TEC (Figure 4) has been cleared as per the approval. 

3.2 CARNABY’S BLACK COCKATOO FORAGING HABITAT  

The Greenfinch Project area required clearing of potential Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo foraging habitat 
and potential breeding trees.  The potential foraging habitat in this project is considered the Eucalypt 
Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt TEC.  Although not observed during field surveys the 
Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo has been documented to feed on Salmon gum (Eucalyptus salmonophloia) 
which is found in the Woodlands (Harewood 2018). 

A fauna survey was undertaken before the project commenced to identify potential nesting trees for 
the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo.  The survey identified trees in the project expansion area which included 
live and dead trees of Gimlet, Red morrel, Salmon gum that may potentially be suitable for nests. 
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No clearing was undertaken during the reporting period. EMO have cleared 7.556 ha of Eucalypt 
woodland and 14 trees that were identified as potential nesting trees (Figure 4) as per the approval.
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Figure 1: Approved clearing area for the expansion of the Edna May Gold Project – Greenfinch Pit    
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Figure 2: Native Vegetation cleared to develop the Greenfinch Project. Total Area cleared = 11.5ha 


